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Belgian Finds ‘Home’ in. Door C 


By Bea J. Pepan 
_ of The Journal Staff 


Francoise Lampereur 
“can't help singing” - when 
she thinks about her visit to 
Door County this summer. 
Folk songs of her native 
Belgium and her television 
job were the “visas” that 
brought her to visit'her. rela- 
tives in and around Namur, & 
Belgian community in Wis- 
consin, on her’ visit to the 
United States. 

While here’she made tape 
recordings of her impres- 
sions which will serve as a 
“tiving memento” of her vis- 
it when she returns. 

"I like America. It’s been 
wonderful being here,” she 
said while in Milwaukee for 
a brief visit. “Everybody has 
been so helpful and kind,” 
she said. i 


In Milwaukee Miss Lam- 
pereur was the guest of Mr. 
and Mrs. Arnold Hocktritt, 
2355 S. 63rd St., West Allis. 


Mrs. Hocktritt is the daugh- 
ter of Mr. and Mrs. Larry 


Karnitz, formerly of Mil- 


waukee, now livige in Na- 


mur. 


On, Off Camera: 
A graduate of the Univer- 


‘sity of Belgium. at Liege, 


Miss Lampereur majored in 
French and musicology. She 
teaches guitar and also plays 
the organ, violin and the 
flute recorder. For. her thesis 


she recorded 675 Belgian 


folk songs; 1 0. are in sheet 
music form which she hopes 
to have published.as a book. 
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She works both on and off 


’ camera‘for Radio-Television 


Belge, the state owned sta- 
tion. One of her accomplish- 
ments is a series of 15 pro- 
grams in which she sang 
Belgian folk songs. She also 
plays in a symphony orches- 
tra on television. 


- The germ of the idea to 
visit Wisconsin was planted 
last year when Miss Lamper- 
eur met Mr. and Mrs. -Joe 
Destree of Namur on their 
visit to Belgium. They told 
her about the Belgians living 


in Wisconsin. In January she 
wrote to Harry Chaudoir, 
president of the Peninsula 
Belgian-American Club in 
Wisconsin, and in an ‘ex- 
change of correspondence 
received an invitation to visit 
from her relatives. 


Saw Film 


After getting the approval 
of the TV station manager in 
Belgium, Miss Lampereur 
Started to make plans to 
come here with a European 
recorder and tapes to bring 
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Miss Francoise Lamnpereur, of Belgium, brought along 
E her repertoire of folk songs when she visited 
relatives in Door County this summer. 


back impressions of how 
Belgians live in Wisconsin . 


which has the biggest settle- - 


ment in this country. 


AS part of her person: to per- 
son .cultural exchange she 


visited TV stations in Green © 


Bay and Milwaukee. When 


“ she visited the education sta- 


, @ 


tion in Green. Bay ‘(Channel - 


38) she saw one of: the 20 


minute films made by pro- 
ducer Brian Schmidlin . on 
Belgians and the Dutch set- 
tlement in Wisconsin, 


The manager of Channel 2 


in Green Bay asked her to- 


tape a 15 minute program of 
folk songs with guitar ac- 
companiment. At Channel 10 
in Milwaukee she discussed 
the possibility of setting up 
an exchange of film pro- 
grams. 

With the material shé has 
assembled on tape, Miss 
Lampereur will present a 
report to her’ bosses when. 


she returns. If she gets ap- 
‘proval she will return next, 


year with. a staff. and 
technical crew to make-a 
filmed in depth documentary 
on how Belgians Laaial in 
America. 


-city and up north. 
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For’ ‘Wisconsinites be 
._ Belg, descent, Miss Lam- 
"-pereur ‘Sevisit:.was a joyous . 
“occasion. It ‘provided some of 
them -with an opportunity to 
speak a dialect (Walloon), to 


recall old Belgian. customs --.. 


and to hear folk songs which . 


sne hds collected and record: * : 


. ed. 


Of great interest fs her | 


relatives here was the family 
tree which her father drew - 
up before she set out-from 
her home in Namur; Bel- - 
‘gium. She arrived in: this 
country July 29, landing in 
_ Chicago, where she,was met” 
‘ "and driven:to nofthern Wis- 
consin, < | 3 
Namur in Belgium i isa city 
with a population of about 
100,000, she--explained. In 
Wisconsin,; ‘She: discovered, it 
is a village’ of-about 200 to 


300° ‘people;: a farming com-’ 
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“She \ was ‘thrilled with the - 
‘birthday she celebrated here. 
and with the souvenir: pres- 

ents and the birthday cake 
aecovated with a Belgian and 
an American flag. a 

. Most. memorable was an .J. 
“Open : Shouse for ‘the: 
Lempereur clan at which 60 
-assembled—families with 
* five or more children. 

“In Belgium ‘we have little 
- families,” she said. “We are 
“just four’ my parents, my 
_ brother:and_ myself. Here it 
“was like: finding the rest of 
my-family and it felt good.” * — 

When ‘she returns, Miss . 
“Lampereur. said she has been 
asked to:write a series of ar- |: 
ticles.on;her“experiences for ~ 
one of thenewspapers. ~~... 

She also will be busy 
tracking down relatives and 
finding. places to stay for . 
members of the Belgian Club 


munity with one church, . Who are planning a trip next 


two taverns and. a’ few, 
houses. Located about 18 
miles south of Sturgeon Bay © 
it is the focal point of people -- 
of Belgian descent. 


Name Misspelled 


In Door County. Miss’ . 


-, Lampereur ‘was the guest of 
a.cousin, Mrs. Lema Lemper- | 
eur. The first members. of.- 
the clan. . emigrated to’ this 
country “about 1896, the~ 
young visitor explained. 
Because of language difficul- 


~ty,. the family name was 
misspelled ‘‘Lempereur . 


(with an “e”) and has re- . 


“mained that way ever since, 


-she pointed out. 


She was pleased to. note 
the preservation of many old 
customs such as baking a 
special cake called “coug- 
nou” at Christmas. She also 
learned Belgians here still 
play a card game called 
‘““couyon,” which is very 
popular in her homeland. 


She was favorably im- 
pressed with everything she 
experienced. What struck 
ther most was the abundance 
and bigness of things in 
America. The tall buildings 


in Chicago. -impressed her, 


- along with the big cars, the 


wide streets and the vast 
"Spaces between houses in the 


September. 
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